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PANACeA Initiatives 

PANACeA Common Thematic Activities: 
 

1.Systematic review on Telehealth in Asia 

    Lead: Dr Shariq Khoja, Dr Hammad Durrani 

 

2. Systematic review on Health Informatics 

    in Asia 

    Lead: Dr Shariq Khoja, Dr Hammad Durrani 

 

3. eHealth Policy 

    Lead: Dr Richard E.Scott 

 

4. Readiness & Change management 
    Lead: Dr Shariq Khoja 

 

5. Communication & Dissemination 

    Lead: Dr Angelo Juan Ramos, Saira Nigar 

 

6. Open Source and Open Standards 

    Lead: Ariel S. Betan 

 

 

 

 

7. eHealth Outcomes 

    Lead: Dr Richard E. Scott 
 

8. Gender & Social Analysis 

    Lead: Kathleen Flynn-Dapaah,  

 Dr. Sylvia S Karpagam 

 

9. Network Management 

    Lead: Dr Zahid Ali Faheem, Sayyeda Reza 
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 PANACeA started out as a just an 

idea.  What difference could we make to un-

derstanding the opportunities of ICTs in 

health sector by creating a network of re-

searchers who would look at some of the dif-

ficult questions concerning the development 

and application of eHealth solutions in devel-

oping countries?  How could we critically ex-

amine the promises of eHealth in low-

resources settings, especially the promise of 

low-cost mobile technologies and open source 

solutions?  We wanted to create a network of 

researchers from across Asia to look at these 

problems in collaborative arrangements. Re-

searchers who would not just pilot eHealth 

solutions, but to tell us whether or not they 

have an impact on health outcomes and to use 

the evidence from their studies to inform pol-

icy-making.   

 

 It was a big task!  A small team spent 

one year developing this project with IDRC, 

bringing experts and researchers from 11 

Asian countries to work on 8 different pro-

jects.   Now PANACeA is looking at the 

health challenges in Asia and asking whether 

and how eHealth can support health systems 

and produce more positive health outcomes.   

PANACeA researchers are tackling such dif-

ficult issues as TB diagnostics committees; 

eHealth solutions for the visually impaired; 

primary health care solutions; maternal 

health; and a cost-benefit analysis of HIS.   

 

 The network we created together is 

Message from International Development Research Center  
By: Kathlen Flynn-Dapahh (Senior Program officer) 

complex ï it works across multiple boundaries 

and jurisdictions, tests various technologies in a 

variety of clinical setting and geographies.  We 

are asking the researchers to develop their re-

search skills even further and to build their 

knowledge and use of gender analysis, evalua-

tion, strategic communication, publishing and 

knowledge translation.   

 

 As someone who gets to observe the 

process and monitor the project for IDRC I am 

thrilled with the progress in PANACeA.  Not 

only has it produced a number of substantive 

outputs (several peer-reviewed publications and 

conference presentations and 8 needs-

assessment studies), it has also produced numer-

ous processes and procedural and administrative 

documents that support this complex network.  

  

 At the PAN All Partners conference in 

June 2009, our other PAN partners were able to 

witness the community spirit of the PANACeA 

group ï all smiles in their black PANACeA t-

shirts.  PANACeAôs leaders have a vision to 

grow PANACeA globally one day and IDRC 

will be supporting there creative thinking on net-

work growth in the coming months.   
 

Kathleen Flynn-Dapaah 

 

Senior Program Officer 

Pan Asia Networking - ICT4D                                        

International Development Research Center  

Panacea emerged as an endeavour of indigenous 

minds to address long standing issues of lack of ac-

cess, quality of health care with the application of 

ICT in the developing pan Asian regions. 

It is a network with regular facilitation amongst part-

ners reporting for smooth flow of work  
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 I feel pleasure in presenting PANA-

CeAôs first newsletter. This newsletter intro-

duces you to the concepts and structure of 

PANACeA. It is meant to update on various 

developments and opportunities presented by 

PANACeA and share research findings on an 

ongoing basis. The newsletter provides op-

portunity to know more about people in-

volved in the network and how PANACeA 

has affected their research goals.  

 

 PANACeA has grown from an idea of 

encouraging collaborative research for locally 

relevant evidence to a hub of research and 

knowledge for eHealth in Asia. Researchers 

and institutions from twelve Asian countries 

are working closely to learn from each other 

on gaps in Health, appropriate eHealth solu-

tions, and ways to create impact in the popu-

lation. PANACeA helps build capacity in re-

search techniques and eHealth solutions 

among these researchers, along with provid-

ing regular mentorship and support for their 

research activities.    

  

 PANACeA aims to continue influenc-

ing research, capacity and policy change for 

eHealth in Asian countries. It will bring other 

research and development partners in Asia 

closer to explore more opportunities for 

growth in these identified areas. It also aims 

to attract other funding agencies to invest in 

the network rather than individual eHealth 

projects. Building on IDRCôs funding and 

Message from Network lead 
By: Dr Shariq Khoja (Network Lead) 

technical support, PANACeA aims to stand 

on its own feet and grow as a nucleus for 

eHealth in Asia.  

 

 Partners in PANACeA want the net-

work to be open to researcher projects in Asia 

and networks in other parts of the worls. Such 

collaboration will broaden the knowledge 

base of PANACeA researches and providing 

opportunities to develop partnership for re-

searcher and implementation of eHealth. 

PANACeA also wants to continue playing a 

role in global eHealth policy and strategies. 

Its partners are already contributing to this 

goal.     

 

Long live PANACeA.  

 

 

 

 

Dr Shariq Khoja  

MBBS.MSc.PhD (eHealth) 
Assistant Professor-CHS and                                 

Coordinator eHealth Program                               
Aga Khan University Stadium Road, Pakistan  

Adjunct Assistant Professor 
Department of Community Health Sciences 
University of Calgary Calgary. AB. Canada   

PANACeA is a collaborative research for glocal 

application of ICT solution. The network is far 

reaching implication of both technology and man-

kind.  
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PAN Asian Collaborative for Evidence-based 

eHealth Adoption and Application 

(PANACeA) was started in 2007 as a plat-

form for eHealth researchers in Asia to col-

laborate on research initiatives that can pro-

duce culturally sensitive and locally relevant 

evidence for eHealth. PANACeA is an initia-

tive funded mainly by the International De-

velopment Research Center, Canada to pro-

mote North-South and South-South collabora-

tion for eHealth. The network has completed 

its second year of successful collaboration 

involving researchers from 12 countries. Part-

ners work in eight project teams of two or 

more countries. These projects have already 

completed their needs-assessment phase and 

started implementing the projects in their re-

spective field sites. PANACeA also supports 

the projects with regular mentoring provided 

by its Advisory and Monitoring team (AMT), 

comprising of the Network lead and two other 

researchers from Aga Khan University, Paki-

stan; one member each from Molave Devel-

opment Foundation, Philippines, University 

of Calgary, Canada; and India, along with a 

project officer from IDRC. The projects are 

also supported through thematic activities in 

the areas of systematic reviews on telehealth 

and health informatics, communications, out-

comes, policy, Free and Open Source Soft-

ware, Readiness and Change management, 

Network management and gender analysis. 

Welcome to the World of PANACeA 
By: Dr Shariq Khoja (Network Lead) 

PANACeA ensures close collaboration be-

tween its partners and AMT members through 

annual face-to-face workshops, mentoring 

visits, websites and emails.  A strategy for 

internal (within PANACeA) and external 

communication (with other stakeholders and 

policy-makers) for each project has also been 

approved. This newsletter is also a part of the 

communication strategy to create awareness 

about PANACeA among its partner institu-

tions in Asia, and initiate communication with 

other stakeholders.  

Figure: Evaluation of PANACeA 

PANACeA plans to grow as an open and in-

dependent network for global partnership 

through initiatives in research, capacity and 

policy-making. Along with the research pro-

jects, PANACeA has introduced several pro-

grams to build capacity of its members in 

eHealth, and to bring change in the policy en-

vironment. With needs of PANACeA grow-

ing in all three focus areas (Research, Capac-

ity, and Policy), the network will engage in 

activities to identify resources by developing 

skills in resource mobilization among PANA-

CeA leadership and partners. We look for-

ward to support from the partnering institu-

tions and other stakeholders for the success of 

PANACeA.  
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PANACeA (PAN Asian Collaborative in 

eHealth Adoption and Application), a network 

of eHealth researchers and institutions in Asia 

was formed in August 2007. 

 

How it all got started? 

To determine the scope of PANACeA and set 

objectives for this network, a Project Design 

Team (PDT) was formed in November 2006. 

This team included four eHealth researchers 

from Asia, one from University of Calgary, and 

two representatives from IDRC. It was decided 

to undertake collaborative research that pro-

motes evidence-based adoption and application 

of technologically appropriate eHealth solu-

tions within the PanAsian (South Asia, East 

Asia and Southeast Asian) contexts. Members 

of the PDT identified researchers from the se-

lected Asian countries, having experience in 

eHealth. Sixteen researchers along with the 

members of PDT came together at a workshop 

in Clarks Field, Philippines from January 30 ï 

February 4, 2007. Eight projects and seven the-

matic areas (PANACeA Common Thematic 

Areas) were identified and selected for further 

development and implementation through 

PANACeA. 

 

Formation and need of Advisory and Moni-

toring Team (AMT)  
The PDT formed to develop the overall project, 

later took the role of Advisory and Monitoring 

Team (AMT) after the formal approval from 

IDRC. It was identified that in order to build a 

successful network and expertise of the  

Mentoring PANACeAð Navigating Research 
By: Dr Hammad Durrani (Mentor) 

 researchers in eHealth requires sustained pro-

fessional development and building partner-

ships among stakeholders from different cul-

tural background.  These partnerships can use 

their collective knowledge of technology, health 

issues and research methodologies; helping the 

researchers enhance their eHealth readiness lev-

els making them justify the use of right technol-

ogy for the intended purpose in these countries. 

The AMT in PANACeA forms the basis for the 

creation of a unique structure, which facilitates 

networking between numbers of developing 

countries in Asia. This team comprised of mem-

bers from IDRC, The Aga Khan University, 

three members from different Asian countries 

with expertise in the field of eHealth, and one 

member from the University of Calgary. The 

members of the team were assigned 1-2 re-

search projects for regular advice and monitor-

ing. The members of this team will also lead 

and support various PCTA (PANACeA Com-

mon Thematic Activities) within these projects  

 

AMT and its role in a PANACeA 
PANACeA represents something of a novelty. 

Most PANACeA members have not experi-

enced the process of designing, initiating, im-

plementing, and managing either an entity such 

as PANACeA or structured projects within 

PANACeA. As a consequence PANACeA has 

been designed, and is functioning, as a coopera-

tive collective (collaborative). However, a men-

toring function has been brought into PANA-

CeA to help individual project teams success-

fully complete their research. 

 


